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Deat ACEEEO Membets,

First of all I would like to wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year!

In the previous le tterTamar Zhvania, President of ACEEEO and I briefly wtapped up the
activities ofthe previous vear , and

hereby I inteod to share some news and plans for the upcoming period. With the beginning of
2021 I sttongly believe that this year will provide us less uncertainty and mote oppom:nity of joint
and meaningfirl action. The past yeat was challenging, we have leamt a lot from ig and I think that
the community of election officials became even more resilient during the last year. With this .in
mind, it is high time to plan for the next yeat. Thus, I would like to highlight a few of the
cornerstones of the ACEEEO's activities during 2021.

l. lVe an 30!

This yeat the ACEEEO has teached a milestone in its history, again. It was already 30 years

ago that leading electoral officials of six formet socialist countries decided to establish the
Association of Cenual and Eastem Euopean Election Officials. Since 1991 the name has changed

a bit, but the abbreviation remained, and ACEEEO has grown to include rcpresentatives of
Election Management Bodies of 25 countries and established effective links with many
intemational and intetgovemmental institutions working on elections aod democracy.

In order to celebrate the 30-year-anniversary of this outsanding example of intemational
cooperation, the ACEEEO iovites its Members and Parmets to take an active part in t}le Progmms
planned to be implemented this year. Among othets, we invite our colleagues to commemotate the

Global Elections Day on the fust Thus&y of Februaty; to share their memories about the
elections of the last 3 decades in form of photos; to voice their ideas about the futwe of elections
and send messages to future youog voters; and participate in the upcoming Anniversary Annual
Conference of the ACEEEO. For further tefetence please find enclosed the Roadmap of the

events in Annx 1 .

2. Global Electiou Da1 (CED)

On the 4 February 2021F,lectoral Management Bodies all over the world will celebtate the
Global Elections Day for the 166 time.

On the occasion of this celebration *re Electoral Management Bodies open the doors of
their offices, emphasizing once again the transparency in their work. They invite young voters, the
media and other key stakeholders to present their achievements in organization of the electoral
process, but at the same time they initiate conversation about the improvement of the processes.

As the initiators of the GED underlined back in 2005, the main goals of this day ate:
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- to confirm our belief in the irteversibility of democratic processes;
- to infotm the public about new achievements and challenges related to various tlpes

of voting systems;
- to draw the attention of padiamens, govefllments, politicians and wodd leaders on

the imporance of theit leadership tole that drey play in promoting a culture of
democracy and high levels of voter participation;

- to influence first-time votets and young voters to commit themselves to democratic
values.

Therefore, we encourage all our Members and Panners to ioin the celebration and send us
your short tepors and photos about the activities. For further reference please visit:
https: / /aceeeo.org/enlprojects/global-elections-day.

3. Oxline S1@lriurz 0n Yodb and ehetiont'

4 February Z)21, ooliae

Undoubtedly, the matters of voters' education, consciousness of the electorate, and a

special focus on youth panicipation are not a new topic in electoral bus.iness. However, in the light
of the developments in terms of new technologies the topic gained a nev relevance in the recent
decade. Thus, it is of utmost impotance that the new generations ofvoters inherit the experience
and knowledge about democratic processes and constandy poLish their skills of being able to
properly filter information and making a conscious decision about theit futute.

Therefore, the ACEEEO continues its longJasting radition of focusing to tlre electota.l
education of youth and organizes an Online Syrnposium on 4 Febru 

^ry 
2027 .

The topic is not new fot us; we kept this topic on the agenda of our annual conferences
since the late 90', beginning with the 86 ACEEEO conference in Bntislava, Slovakia itled A
Deca& oJDcnoraE: InmaingVuerParicipatiot thruryl Edrcaliott', coninungwith the 13e ACEEEO
confetence in Tirana, Albania with the itle 'Voter tunod titb spccial ngard to tbe frst tine toters', and
since the topic of education came up at almost all ofout conferences.

As the 6nt step in our ioumey this year, the ACEEEO invites all the interested to attend
rhe Online Symposium on tYouth and elections'on 4 Februaty 2021, which will deal with the
topic from an intemational comparative angle on the one side, arrd ftom a country specific
perspective ftom the other side, ackling the experiences of intemational organizations and
Electoral Maoagement Bodies.

The Online Symposium is freely accessible, however, prior registmtion is needed. If you
wish to participate, please send an e-mail to aceeeo@aceeeo.org.

-DRAFTAGENDA-
(Ilrne zone: CET - UTC+I)

14.00 - 14.10 - Gteetings ftom Zsolt Szolnoki, Secrctary General, ACEEEO

14.10 - 15.00 - Youth programs in Europe

Speakers:

Augusta Featherstorq Youth Focal Poing OSCE/ODIHR

15.00 - 15.45 - Case studies on citizen and youth education

Speakets:



CEC of Georgia (IBC)

CEC of the Republic of Moldova (IBQ

15.45 - 16.00 - Debate and closing remarks

4. Iflstitational istru

- The 30dJubilee Annual Conference is planned to be held in a hybrid way, in September'

The topic, the host-county and the exact dates of the confetence should be discussed

and decided upon at the upcoming Executive Board meeting of the ACEEEO.

- The ACEEEO Executive Boatd mee ting will be conducted online on 25 Ma:cb 2027.

The Secretariat will send out further details soon.

- 'J7e would like to temind our Members that in accordance with the decision of the

General Assembly meeting held on 24 September 2019 in Liubliana, Slovenia, the

increasement of the amount of the annual fee ftom 1 800 EUR to 2100 EUR" came into
force on 1 January 2021 (see the Annex I

On behalf of the ACEEEO Secreariat I would like to wish all of you good health and

further successes in your personal and ptofessional life.

Yours sincerely,

L\{
Zsolt Szolnoki

Secretary General


